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Expanding arts access, equity, and quality
Aligned with Superintendent Johnson's Acceleration Agenda, the BPS Arts Expansion Initiative is a multi-year effort to expand arts education within the Boston Public Schools with a focus on access, equity and quality arts learning experiences for BPS students by:

1. Expanding direct arts instruction for students during the day;

2. Building the capacity of the District to strengthen school-based arts instruction; and

3. Improving coordination of partnerships with arts and cultural groups and higher education institutions to support arts programming in the schools.   

 

The Arts Expansion Initiative includes both the BPS Arts Expansion Initiative Planning Process and BPS Arts Expansion Fund housed at EdVestors.

 
The BPS Arts Expansion Initiative began as a planning grant through EdVestors' "Strategic Initiative" grants, in which the organization plays a significant role--in addition to funding from its participating donors--in the design and implementation of large-scale, multi-year school improvement strategies. EdVestors serves as the lead partner for the BPS Arts Expansion Initiative, workking in close collaboration with the Boston Public Schools and many funders, educators and arts and cultural organizations.

Arts Expansion Fund - Year 3 Guidelines released and available here
 
An information session for this year's Arts Expansion Fund grant programs will be held:

Wednesday, March 9, 2011 from 4:00pm to 6:00pm at John D. O'Bryant School of Mathematics and Science located 55 Malcolm X Blvd., Roxbury, MA.

 

Arts Expansion Initiative: Progress to Celebrate
 

In the two years since the Arts Expansion Initiative was launched in February 2009, more than 9,000 additional elementary, middle, and high school students have opportunities to experience the arts during the school day, compared with the 2008-2009 school year. Now, 4 of every 5 students in kindergarten through grade eight receive arts instruction at least once a week for the whole year, reaching ever closer to the Initiative's goal of 100% of students. In high schools, the number of students accessing any arts instruction during the school day nearly doubled.

 

This exciting progress is a result of the community-wide effort to increase arts opportunities for Boston's students. The efforts of principals and headmasters, arts specialists and classroom teachers, arts institutions and community-based organizations and funders together are making a difference for our city's young people.    
 
 

 

 

Arts Expansion Fund - Year 3 Guidelines Released 
Applications due March 30, 2011
Guidelines for the Arts Expansion Fund are now available here. The BPS Arts Expansion Fund is supported by collaborating donors including the Barr Foundation, the Boston Foundation, EdVestors, Hunt Alternatives Fund, Klarman Family Foundation, Linde Family Foundation and other foundations and individual donors. The Fund is administered by EdVestors on behalf of its donors. This school year over $700,000 in grants are helping to expand arts instruction to 5,000 students in 40 schools. 
 

Results from this year's BPS Arts Inventory can be located here and provides information needed to complete the application.

 

In its third year of grantmaking, the Arts Expansion Fund continues to evolve to advance the goals of the Arts Expansion Initiative.  We heard and integrated feedback from schools into this round to ensure all schools are eligible and have the opportunity to apply for funds.  The Fund will continue to prioritize grants targeted to increasing the number of students receiving arts instruction.  In addition, the Fund is introducing this year a School Arts Promising Practices Grant opportunity that seeks to recognize and learn from schools that have reached or surpassed the 100% weekly benchmark to build strong school arts programs.  
 

An information session for this year's Arts Expansion Fund grant programs will be held:

Wednesday, March 9, 2011 from 4:00pm to 6:00pm at John D. O'Bryant School of Mathematics and Science located 55 Malcolm X Blvd., Roxbury, MA.  
 
Click here for recent press coverage on a school-arts partnership supported by the Fund! 
 

Arts Expansion Initiative Planning Process
The Arts Expansion Initiative is nearing the end of an 18-month planning process to develop a long-term sustainable arts education plan for the Boston Public Schools, with the goal of expanding access, equity and quality of arts education for students. Key planning topics include

school leadership, curriculum, instruction and

professional development, coordination of schools and arts partners, communications and funding, and ongoing data collection and assessment of progress. This planning work 

will wrap up in May 2011.

  

Over 60 arts specialists, principals, nonprofit partners and researchers have participated in Working Groups to formulate initial recommendations that will be a part of this plan.  A series of events to gather broader stakeholder input will take place this spring. For more information about this planning work, or about the Initiative and Fund more broadly, please contact Marinell Rousmaniere, Director, BPS Arts Expansion Initiative at 617-585-5747 or rousmaniere@edvestors.org.

 

About EdVestors
EdVestors drives change in urban schools through smart, strategic private investment by identifying and shaping the most effective initiatives, partnering with donors to invest in these efforts, and supporting project leaders with hands-on expertise. Since its launch in 2002 by a group of philanthropists and business leaders, EdVestors has directed more than $9 million to strategic school improvement efforts in Boston. 
 

	
		

	


